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Laura Crandall's story of how she became a chamaiwocate
for SUDC families begins with her daughter Maria.

Maria, Laura and Josh Crandall’s first-born, ardive April of
1996. She grew into a bright, happy, healthy toddieo adored Winnie
the Pooh and loved blowing bubbles. Maria was shed by her parents.
Then, inexplicably on July 30, 1997, she died whalking a nap. Two
years later, her death was classified as Sudderplaieed Death in
Childhood.

Following Maria’s death investigation, the Crandallere convinced that changes in the
system could and should be achieved. They loblued hew child death investigation bill that
standardized all sudden unexpected child deathgeketthe ages of birth and three years. It was
signed into law in 2000. In addition, Laura andhJbave lobbied for new laws to help
researchers find a cause for SUDC by lobbying foa@ditional bill in 2005 which now allows
for research into SIDS and SUDC in New Jersey.

Laura co-founded The SUDC Program with another Sipafent, Chelsea Hilbert. The
program, part of the CJ Foundation for SIDS, offerpport to families, raises public awareness
about SUDC and raises funds for research. The anodpas helped more than 270 families
affected by SUDC since 2001

Laura, a neurological clinical specialist of phyditherapy by trade, is also a member of
the NJ Sudden Child Death Autopsy Protocol Commitie addition, she advocates for
information, awareness, research and support foiliess who have lost children to a sudden,
unexpected death.

The Crandalls have three additional daughters.



SUDC Families
These families are willing to be interviewed. Pleascontact Laura Crandall first so that she
can arrange for interviews with them. Thank you!

Brian and Danna Richardson
New York

Alexandra Richardson was an adorable, smart, adram 22 month old who brought so
much joy to everyone who knew her. She was on ¢éngevof so many new adventures, skills
and accomplishments. Tragically her life was cuy te short. On February 5, 2006 the
Richardson's lives were changed forever. Alex nexale up. To this day the cause of death is
still unknown.

In October of 2006 the Richardson's hosted thest Alex's Run For A Reason a SUDC
fundraising and awareness event which was attengeser 1,000 people and raised over
$90,000 for the SUDC Program. The money has beenagked for SUDC research and
awareness campaigns in Alex's honor.

Brian and Danna Richardson live in Merrick (Lonigisl) NY with their subsequent son
born in August, 2007. In addition to Alex's Run FPoReason, the Richardson's have been active
in several SUDC programs and events including loeahthly support group meetings, the
SUDC Research Project, the NJ Breakfast Run'stamuM-AN Radiothon.

Jake and Tami Gove
Colorado

Vi

My husband, Jake, | and our 15-month-old firstathilosh, had recently moved to
Colorado from Minnesota. We loved Colorado anddslif we were starting on a new adventure
as a family. | was a stay-at-home mom and Jakeaveasnputer consultant. We were busy
getting to know new friends and neighbors and weténg involved in many activities for
Josh. Josh and | were involved in a playgroupraasic lessons and got out to enjoy
many outings to area museums. Josh was walkindpatidtarted to talk. He was inquisitive and
happy with a smile for anyone he met.



On the morning of February 16, 2003, the world asknew it was shattered. We woke
to find that our seemingly healthy, normal littleybwas lifeless in his crib. Despite ours and
others best efforts, there was nothing anyone coaltb bring him back. After a horrendous
morning of paramedics, fire trucks, policemen ancmabulance, we followed the ambulance to
the emergency room only to hear from a tearful alotttat our little boy was dead.

After a thorough case investigation, autopsy andresive testing, Josh's death was
ultimately ruled "undetermined" by the Denver Cguitedical Examiner.

Since then, we have joined together with other SyRa€&nts nationwide to work on
efforts to raise awareness and research dollaiSW@C. We organized a letter-writing
campaign to Colorado coroners and have co-chairethaual fundraising event called Josh and
Gus's Run for a Reasoww.joshandgus.comnow in its fourth year.

We have also had two subsequent little boys siosi@d our Josh. While we have once
again found meaning, purpose and happiness invas, e will forever miss and long for our
beautiful Josh.

Rob and Diane Burda
lllinois

Three days before moving to a new home, builtheirtson Joshua and his soon-to-be-
born little sister, Rob and Diane Burda lost Jo$lemvhe died in his sleep during a nap. The
toddler was a joy to his parents, family and frienatho were left heartbroken by his death.

“Since his death, writing about Josh has been ingamssible. How do you sum up this
beautiful little soul in a few choice words? No teatwvhat I'd try to tell you, I'd never do him
justice. But to give you a small glimpse of my bfaliboy, I'd say he had piercing blue eyes,
big cherubic cheeks, and a definite mind of his owie adored letters and numbers, and just
about anything with wheels. He was a musical geniu
(like his Daddy) - already attempting Twinkle, T\ie Little Star on the piano. My firstborn
“Sweet Pea” brought joy and life to our house!” iae Burda

Motivated by a strong desire to keep Josh’s merabve and to help others, Rob and
Diane started Joshua’s Run for a Reason last yehrassed more than $25,000 for SUDC. The
run will be annual.

The Burda’s also have two daughters.



